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MaiO&ANOUK OF CONVERSATION 


April 26, 1963 


Tli a Kremlin, in! the Office of the 
Chairman of Council of Ministers 

T :' 

3:00 p.m. ; ! 

U.S. Khrushchev 

Andrei Grcir.yico 

S. G. Lap in 

Vile tor SuUhodrev. - translator 

Under Secretary 'J. Averell Harrinan 

Ambassador Foy D. Kohler 

Mr J Michael V. Forre3tal 

Mr,' William H. Sullivan 


After an exchange of Dleasantrie3 and seme recollections 

of the arrangement -of office furnishings in the time of Stalin, 

Governor Harrinan opened the conversation by handing the Chair- 

V ./• ^- • t 

man a letter from President Kennedy, A Russian translation of 

" • . ', ' '* 
the letter was read ' immediately by Mr. Sukhodrev. Chairman 

Khrushchev expressed his thanks for the letter and his agree- 
ment with its contents. 

Mr. Khrushchev then want on to say that he fully shared 
President Kennedy's concern over the deterioration of the situa- 
tion in Laos and pointed cut that it was just as unpleasant for 
the Soviets as it was for anyone else. He stressed chat the 
Soviet Union had no one in Laos except its Ambassador and that 
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the Soviet government, therefore, had very lir?JLtcd inrorna- 

i 
tion on events In Laos and very liniited ability to influence 

j 
the situation. j 

Ea said that he j and his govensaaat were deeply concerned 

! 

over the political assassinations; which had taken place in 
Laos during recent weeks «. 



- e n crare 



Governor. Harriman answered l-2s*. Khrushchev by first pointing 


out that two of the Pathet Lao ministers who had left Vientiane 

!|! ' 

had now returned to the city and mentioned their names. Mr. 

! 

Khrushchev said -he. did not recognize their names, a«s he knew 
only a few of thenu .Xbe Governor than stated that the Presi- 

r ■ 

dent wants the cease-fire restored. The United States regrets 

that the Pathet Lao attacked Kong La's forces. He considers 

,i 

it important to prevent further fighting, and we feel that the 
most important need is to set up the ICC in the Plains des 
Jarres as Prince Souvanna has proposed. 

lie said he knew that the President will be gratified with 
rir. Khrushchev's statement that the Soviet Union wishes to 
preserve a unified and neutral Laos, and that the President 


I* ,flr, i rfliin 

| -"- j 

wanted hira to underline United States intentions to do the 

. i 

£w~a. lie sai.1 that perhaps while h3 was here the United 

j 

States zs.'l Soviets couid a-nalyaa how best to go about this. 
In this connection, he j reported that our information indicated 
that the Soviet Ambassador had recently been cooperative in 
Vientisv.2 with both the British /embassador and with tha Jnited 

i ' 

States /jsbassador, Mr.j.Unger. 

Governor Harrisian; stressed that the ctost disturbing fac- 
tor in the current situation in Laos is the .unwillingness of 
tha ?3that Lao to perait the ICC to remain in the Pisiza des 
Jarre s. lie pointed out that the first responsibility of the 
ICC is the supervision' and control of the cease-fire. Ea hoped 9 

anions other things on which we could work together, that we 

'1 
could develop joint action to install the ICC» There ware, of 

course, cany other problems but since the most important one 

i 

was to stop the fighting he felt this was the most lusnediate 
task before us. | • 

Ee agreed with the Chairman that integration of the mili- 
tary forces was important and recalled that the United States 

had sought at Geneva to have the ICC responsibility for this 

. • ./#•' '' 

included in ths text of the agreement; but: had dropped its 

.-. ' "I ' 

insistence at the last mcaiant because of allegations that it 
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una interference in the internal affairs of Laos* As regards 
the guards and police forces in Vientiane, the Governor re- 
niiaded 2ir. lurrushehav ; that both the neutrals end the Pa the t 

Leo ministers had their c-m r;--.:rdj and indeed that: it wes one 

l» 

of the neutralist guards vho lied shot Quinia. Tl;e United 
States regretted that ''assassination and regretted cv::< before 
that the assassination of Colonel ICetssna, 

Finally-,, the Governor reiterated that the first step nrast 
be to stop the fighting and to get the ICC into the Plaine des 

Jarras. :; i; 

ii 

Cliainaan" Klirushciiev said'^that he had stated the Soviet 
'* '•> "^' ... ' 7 

position in general but nov yiched to reply in specific teres 

to x-ihat Governor Harriman had said 




Ea was pleased to learn that: the 
two ministers had returned to the city and hoped this was a 

: l '■■ 

good sic?** • ' •'♦..' . I -^-.- i 

' " -i ■ 
Governor Harriman said^Iie, hoped that the Soviets could 

' i'iT 

make it known publicly that they desire to have the ICC sta- 
tioned' in the Plaice das Jarrss. All the prestige of the 
Soviet Union both as a signatory and as co-cheirman would have • 
great influence in bringing this about. The Governor said that 
we had given Mr* Gromyko a copy of a letter from Souvanna Phousa 
and that we have heard from Ganeral Phoumi both to the effect 
that: those officials were agreeable to having the ICC move freely 
about in the territory which each control* All that was needed 
in order 'to ' have the ICC moving throughout the country was a 
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sinullar indication froa the Pathet Leo. Since the Soviets 

heel greet: influence' with the Pathet Leo, Governor Ilerriieen 

ur~ed Chainr— n !vhru4hchcv to crake the Soviet position known 

to then. ,ji 

Mr. Khrushchev! interrupted to ask who it txis that Che 

United States influenced inj^aos. Governor Harrican replied 

thee we hed o::ertcd'a greet deel of influence on General 

Phoural in order to get him to accept the agrect^ant. \-?e. lied 

twisted his em because Phou-ei hed not cered for the terras 

of the agreement. However, since • then Phouni has been fully 

cooperating,- 'Khrushchev replied that in Prussia the eirpres- 

sicn is that one twists, aciee.thing else. Governor Harrinan 

said that he had asked Mr. Pushkin for technical assistance 

I 
on this point at Garzova end perhaps if he lied followed the 

Pvussian cathod Phou-ni would luive agreed sooner, 

ii 

Lau-Iiingly Mr. Khrushchev said thet tie did not think we 

should split up the Princes this way. Ee did not know much 

i j 
about princes, he was a miner and if we wanted to talk about 

j' 
mining he could show Governor Kerrigan something interesting « 

i ; 
i 


lis than tcolc frca thp table a chunk of era which h3 said 
had recently been inihed in Jbrilclc near Krasnoyarsk in 
Siberia. lie said the- ore contained 5-6Z nickel, IS to 25Z 
copper and had a gold content of l'j grozzs psr ton which was 
bettor than soma of the ore ;air.cd in that producing £oid ficldc* 


Governor tie rriman congra tula tad hira on this find, The ■J-.-ir- 
ean said his govcrrjaant was investing 500 million rubles in 
cr-r^ioiting this ore and czrsactsd not only would thay ba able 
to regain trie entiro-j capital investnant within five years, 
but thay uouid also be eble to e:cpcrt out of this production. 
The Governor* said' there were cany other resources in the Soviet 

i 

Union not fully eicploited, and- mentioned the very large iron 
ore deposits in Ucrth Kazakhistnn which I-2r. Khrushchev had ar- 
ranged for hia to visit. Khrushchev answered that the Soviets 
had just discovered a vast oil and, r<as field near Tyiraen on 
the Lena beyond Lake -Baikal. 

The Governor asked whether this was the source of the oil 
r 
which the Soviets were shipping to China. The Chairman said, 

"no, that oil cace frosi the Urals but since the Chinese use 
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very little oil they; take vary little from uc". The Governor 
observed, "you have; more oil than you know what to do with 
and niar.y years' reserves not yet c::oloited", Khrushchev 

; ! i' * 

replied, "we Icnow what to do with; it; this is no problem. 
The Soviet economy is in good shape", However, ha directed 


the t-.'est would begin 


reorganization, Ke i 


screaning again that the Soviets c :o in 


crisia because hs had just cade j a long z^acch about econo=iic 


ranted the Governor to tenew that this re- 


organisation was entirely subordinated to the taslc of intensi- 

J. 

fying loacs production, especially in engineering and that ho 
should ncu read falsd inferences into the speech. , 

Mr. Khrushchev said that the Soviet Union has vs.ct re- 

.(,.. ...... 

serves but that the United States does not wish to cooperate 

with it in the economic field. To use a Russian expression, 

: .l i 
you want to "chase us into a pipe", by this business of re- 
fusing to let the Gernans sell us steel pipe, frlho were the 
President's advisers jwho advised hia so stupidly? 

Governor Harricsn said that nothing would please the Presi- 
dent more than to be able to rolan tensions between the United 

| 

States and the Soviet Union everywhere so that we could begin 


fcc 
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Co cooperate in the scientific field, the econcizic field 

: 'f 
and elsewhere. The (President locZcs u^on Laos as a syc-bol 

■I! 
of our cooperation and feels it i-nportnnt that we achieve 

cooperation Chare because if t:a can't cooperate in that case, 

i 
hex; could wa hops to cooperate in other fields. 



Governor Hsrriaian said the outside interference was the 
<4* '" 
problem, the- United States had definite information the Viet 

ilinh were there* Mr.; Gronykoj 

Way don't we agree to let the ICC inves- 
tigate these charges and move about the country, 

t£r. Khrushchev said it was ail right for hiza to have the 
i 
ICC go to the particular points in the country where there 

ware comlaints provided the Laotian government agrees. lie 

■''■'■*"' i .—— 


a- 


than asked, "Are you 
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a religious tian, I-Ir. Karriman? " Ilia 

?ovamcr caid that his grandfather had been a clergyman. 

'I 
iCrrujhckav acid, 'u-ill you c;.*2sr on a bible that the Vict 

Ilinh are there?' 1 Harridan ra~liei" "Z Isava not cccn thera 

personally bun they have boon seen by people In whose word 

I have trust. I would be willing to swear that I beli~,a 

they are there.. Would Mr. Grorrylco be willing to swear oa a 

!ll 

bible that the Chiang 2Cai=*shok forces are there?" Khrushchev 

■I 

said that Gronyko was a con-believer. Ke could not use the 
bible. Perhaps lie could use a copy of Das Kapitai. The 
Governor sa£d", "either Das ICapital 5 ' or, pointing tq a por- 
trait of Marx, "swear .by the -beard of Karl Marx". 

Khrushchev sald,j "Let's try another approach. Let's 

each bet a million dollars whether or not the Viet Blinh are 
'.» 
\ 

there. You have many ^millions and. you would not isind losing 
one«" Iisrriissn said that he would be willing to give a ail- 
lion dollars if the Viet 1-iinh would all get out of Laos. 
Seriously, however, he Xv-anted the Chairman to know that Presi- 

! ! 

dent Kennedy believes the Viet llinh are there ♦ Grocyko seems 
to believe that the Chiang Kai-shek forces are there. Why 
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uouldn't it: be the thins to do to -let the ICC go out snd 
check on the Viet ilinh and the Chiang Kai-shek troops? 
IChrushchav said, 



United States is making 
no accusations against the Soviet .Union but as co-chairnisn , 
the Caviar Union has ,ia rcs*:onsib:'.r.:'.r.; T to sea that tha 
''socialist groups" behave in accordance with the Geneva agrea- 
cact, and if? the United Stages did not behave, tha Soviet side 
could call on Lord Eaca to tell us to behave. After a cer- 
tain confusion in the translation in which it was ezcplained 

■ii 

to Ivlnrashshav that the Governor, was referring to "socialist 
signatories 

was very clever in trying to put 'such responsibility on him. 
The international socialist covenant is built on the prin- 
ciple of nutual respect for sovereignty. "Wo socialist state 

interferes in the internal affairs of any other. Each state 

\ 
makes and keeps its own agreenrsnts ? but you» Kr. Uarrixasn, 

have not kept an agreement you made with me four years ago. 

l! 

You agreed at that tine to become my econenzic adviser and you 
have not fulfilled your agreeirsnt. 11 


--" of the agrsecent, Khrushchev said !hr* Ilarriman 


SSu?JZ? 
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I-Ir. Khrushchev and) tho Governor,^ in soma. £ood htzcor, 

rcviex-rid the da tails ofj l-5r« Khrushchev's esr>loyr.ant offer, 

including a dacha which, tha Chairman said x-;an still waiting 

for Harrinan to occupy,; Ha said ha had given tha ground hog 

V 
found on tha premises to his grandchildren . t-a:. Ilarrijzan 

i: 

then arhad about Khrushchev f s family and his grandchild- -~ 

' 'i 
at *;hlch point Khrushchev said ha he now had t\io great grand- 

'I 

childreno Harriman said that despite the fact that lairushchav 

i! • 

v;as younger, he vas ahead of Ilarriman en this point because 

tfarrinian as yet had no great grandchildren and must conclude 

I 
that his grandchildren *rere less active than Khrushchev f s • 

I i 

Khrushchev said tha trouble wa3 they ^re capitalists tend this 

just proved that the socialist systexa was out-producing the 

«i ' 

capitalist system.. : | ; 

! ; I 

Returning to the subject of Laos, Governor Ilsrrinan again 
rc-aated that if we could smooth out this business in Laos -we 

! i 

csuld ciaUe it easier 'to cooperate in other fields, Khrushchev, 
with an expression of frankness, said 




Chcg a^ain ha tried to leave the 

"?u5iect end returned ! to twitting Gc^/crnor EarriT-in on having 

- 'l! ! 

defaulted on a bilateral asrec^aant to boccna tha Chairr^an's 


eccaeaiLc aavxce:: 


! 


Governor Harridan said that tha Chairman receded hira of 

a ctory he had told 1-ir. Grorryho about Stalin. During the var 

s:han tha Governor was'; Azbasaadsr-ln Moscow he had cc-ea to see 

Stalin in this sana roor:. Ha had csid he wanted to talk about 

tho Poles, a subject President Roosevelt had frequently in- 
i 

structed hin to raise i Stalin rallied, "Tha Poles, tha Poles, 
•can't you thinh of anything else to talk about except tha 
Poles. They have cade trouble all through history and they 
arrays grille" The Governor said ha suspected Kir. Khrushchev 
felt a little tha sse$ *7ay about tha Laotians. 
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zt.Z'j the President trould be 
ICrruehohev had just nada 


lis sdced, hs--:sycr, that h- 

i 

^Leased r jith the statement which 
i 

but xreuld lilea to cake eta additional dissection. Ha xreuld 

•I 1 

like to ask the Chairasn to :~vs:hic Arbaseador in Laos usa 

! ' i 

hds influence to get the ICC covins around tlra country, to 

see-: cu> either the! Viet Hinh or \ the Chians Kai-shek f 

that nd£h£;Be there. 

' IGrrushckev said tfc 



but: he -wished ths Gisirrssn v^uldi-aske that a positive rather 

than a negative staterant. As co-ckaircsn , ths Soviets and 

*. *• • 

the British, could dd^ a grsaj deal to ir51*£2nca the ICG to take 

1 ■■ ' ■ 

action. I-2r. Khrushchev replied ths 



Governor Harriaas honed that the Soviet ar.d American . 

tebassaders in the field could eiiehange information and co- 

I 
operate to sales it easier to carry out the agraeasnts between 

the Chairman and the President, 


■ O.'.-.Ji- J.,- 


cc 


II.-. ICarachchsv: 


(said ho agreed and thoy would do all 


in thsir no^-ar to have cuch en erfcclitnsa. Governor Ilarrisari 
g"* ".™» "v — -^tad tlmt •t"' - r tt*a~~o T r.Dra arv ccmlainta tliono tha 
Aribasccdora should iaforra aar.h o^i-cr cbou's tlicn. If the 
Soviets had aay corrslaints horo, fcaay chould toll .-ija::r.d;r 

*i • 

Kohler. Tho Chairsab ac^ccd, In r finishing "on thia csb' ct, 
- . I -o- ! 

tha Govarnor pointad^out that Laos c^y ba eaall but that 

: i .. 5 

rreaidaut £rnnady facia if progress can bo naca thoro xro can 

do mora on cthar subjects and in othar parts of the world. 
:!! 
Khrushahav said, 



Ilarriaian said: "Garzaany? 
Can't yau.-tliialc of anything elsa to talk about? Tha President 
is concerned about Cuba, 11 

'I . 

Khrushchev anchored vifch aoma earjfcion: 



ic 
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Esrrin^n said v& had no substantial troops in cny of 
tha countries tins Chairnica r^onticscd, e::cept Germany and 
Jcpcti. Tho President is concerned about; Soviet troops in 




